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Keep your shoulders relaxed
and your back straight.

Don’t use your hands to
support the guitar — keep
hands free to play.

Position your self to see your
music while maintaining a good

playing position.

Keep the neck of the guitar
slanted upwards.

Have fun making music!

Parts of the Guitar

& Head stock

Soundhole
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< Body
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Sitting Standing Classical

foot stand

Rest your guitar »
comfortably on your lap. k. The classical style uses a
‘ foot stand for support.

Raise the neck of your Use a guitar strap.
guitar just a bit without Place your left leg on the
using your left arm to Place your feet solidly on foot stand so that it is flat

support it. the floor about shoulder on the stand and your
width apart. left leg is raised.
If you wish, you can cross
your right leg over your If you get tired standing, Your guitar’s neck will be
left to help hold the sit down and continue to higher up when using the
guitar. play. foot stand.

Opinions about the thumb’s position on the guitar are many and varied.
The traditional placement is behind the neck of the guitar with the pad
of the thumb on the neck & slightly higher than dead center. This is a
great starting point. But, we are all built differently and we all play
different types of music from classical to pop to blues and more.

If you are playing blues, the thumb is likely hanging around over the top of the guitar to allow for a nice pivot point
for bending notes. If you are playing the D chord, you may want your thumb just sneaking over the top to touch

the thickest string so that it doesn’t ring out. No matter the situation, the wrist should never be at a right angle nor
should the thumb be pointed towards the top of the guitar. The thumb position should feel comfortable & relaxed.

Kids, like some famous musicians, sometimes like to do things a little differently. So if you aren’t comfortable with
the thumb at the back of the neck of the guitar, don’t worry as this book subscribes to the notion that one size
doesn’t fit all. Learn more about the thumb as it applies to different scenarios by watching our video tutorials at
www.musicfunbooks.com/guitar




Tuing the Guitar

Tuning to Your Guitar
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Fifth Fret
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This tuning method is based on tuning relative to the 6th string (E).

Here are the steps:

First string
Second string
Third string
Fourth string
Fifth string

Sixth string

1. Get your 6th string (E) as close to the correct pitch as possible. (Use a piano, tuner, etc.)

U o

Press the 6th string at the 5th fret. This is A. Tune the open 5th string to this pitch.
Press the 5th string at the 5th fret. This is D. Tune the open 4th string to this pitch.
Press the 4th string at the 5th fret. This is G. Tune the open 3rd string to this pitch.
Press the 3rd string at the 4th fret. This is B. Tune the open 2nd string to this pitch.
Press the 2nd string at the 5th fret. This is E. Tune the open 1st string to this pitch.

Tuning to a Piano

A

D

6

5

4

G B
3 2

Using a piano or keyboard, you can play the string pitches and move your guitar’s tuning pegs until
the string matches the piano note.

Tuning to an Electronic Tuner

Perhaps the easiest way for a beginner to tune the guitar is by using
an electronic tuning device. You can purchase one that clips on to
the guitar or just download a tuning app to your phone.

Get your guitar tuner online at www.musicfunbooks.com/qguitar




4 Learning to Play Chords

D7
XXO

+ Chords are produced by playing more than one string at the same time.

* The dots show which strings to push at which frets.
» The numbers on the dots indicate which fingers to use.

+ The "0" stands for "open string" - meaning play with no fingers pushing on the frets.

» The "X" means do not strum that string.

1]
11

Video support at www.musicfunbooks.com/guitar



Strummin' with the Pick

Brush your pick down across all the strings using
one strum for each slash.

When you bring your hand back up, be careful not

to touch the strings.

Count the beats as you play each bar. Work for a
nice steady beat.
1-2-3-4,1-2-3-4,etc.
D Strummin' D
T
4@//// 7 J 7 77 7 7 7 J 7
. /77 7 7/ 77 7 7/ 7 7 7/ 7 7 7
[Y)
|
D7 Strummin' D7
T
5@/1// 7 7 7 7 7 7 ////I
. /7 7 7 |7 7 77/ 77 77 77 7 7
[Y)
|
G  Strummin' G
6%///1 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 77 7 7
. /7 7 7 17 ¥ 77/ /77 7 7 77/ 7 7
[Y)
Learning the A
X
A7 chord ]
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X0 O O
HE
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. /77 77/ 77 7 7 /7 77/ 7 77/




6 Mary Had a Little Lamb

Everyone knows this famous song. Practice using your pick to brush the chords while
you sing the words to Mary Had a Little Lamb.

Q00 XXO 90
M1 11 | 1 1]
1 HH 1 ! -
P V4 V4 P V4 V4 V4 g V4 V4 P V4 P V4 V4
P 4 P4 P4 P 4 P4 P4 P4 P 4 P4 P4 P 4 P4 P 4 P4 P4
Mar-y had a lit - tle lamb. Lit- tle lamb, lit - tle lamb.
000 XXO Q00
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[Y) . .
Mar-y had a lit- tle lamb, fleece was white as  snow.

Using your pick is the easiest way to play your guitar, but using your first finger to strum the
notes is also a method for strumming. Curl the first finger of your right hand while making a

relaxed fist. Then, use the tip of your finger to strum downward.

D A D

XXO X0 O O X

Hot Cross Buns
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Hot__ cross buns___ Hot__ cross buns._____
A’ D A’ D
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One a pen-ny two a pen-ny, Hot__ cross_ buns.



Now let's use our pick to strum UP and DOWN. 7

Notice the special symbols for UP and DOWN. U These aire o sighth Aolss

Together they get one count.
We call the quarter notes "Ta". 9 y9

We call the eighth notes "Ti Ti".

, , o000 _ 00 00
See the video for a more detailed e — +
explanation on how to strum this page. Get 1 S —

count

X*pl } J .
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Ta Ta Ti - T Ta
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oA M V M M
[Y) —
Ta Ti - Ti Ta Ta
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) — ———
Ta Ti - T T -T -T - T




Learning the

11
C chord
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He's got thewhole world_ in his hands. He's got the
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whole world in his hands. He's got the whole world_
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in his hands.______ He's got the
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whole world in his hands.




16 Playing Single Notes on the First String
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Playing Single Notes on the Second String 17
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PPN 1st fret + 1st finger 3rd fret - 3rd finger
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Playing Single Notes on the Fourth String 19

i

oD

Open string

2nd fret » 2nd finger

4th fret + 4th finger

The sharp remains in effect for the entire measure.

Playing With a Sharp

D
© @ @ @ ©
0. GF Sesmesssie=arE
o0 O G 6—o6-6-¢6 @ O €
Mary Had a Little Lamb
Play all the notes on the fourth string (D string).
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Playing Single Notes on the Sixth String
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The Charming Snake (E string)
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22 Playing Single Notes
on All Strings

Key Signature ﬁ

A "key signature" changes certain notes throughout a .y G R
piece of music. When you see a sharp in the key EADGBE
signature, play all the "F"s as "F sharp".

There is one sharp in the key signature below. Notice
in the exercise below that all the F's are now F#'s.

O °IPPIN

This is the Key of G major.
6 564 3 21
Going Up the Scale
E A D
© @ ©) © @ ©) © @
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Going Down the Scale 3
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Notes in the D Major Scale
This key has two sharps - F# and C#.

ct

il

i

2nd fret « 2nd finger

29

We previously learned that "C" is played on the
second string with the 1st finger/1st fret.

Now we are learining that "C sharp" (C#) is played
on the second string with the 2nd finger/2nd fret.

;? @ @ @ @
[t - & o
47. Lo T S — |
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D Major Scale - Up and Down
P4, 0200 2000
Natural Sign
A"natural sign" cancels out a flat or sharp. The sign stays in effect for the entire measure.
D
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More New Chords

Learning the

Learning the

Em Am Em B7
Q000 o0 O 000 jS—k
#:: :ﬁ 11 ¢
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Video support at www.musicfunbooks.com/guitar
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44 Learning the F chord

There are often multiple ways to play the same chord on guitar. For the chord "F",
we will learn two ways - regular and easy. To keep things simple, we will use the
easy version in the songs to follow. But, you are encouraged to try the regular
version whenever you like.

EASY
XX
|
S
XX A~
@ o @ &
[Y) & o g g*
N—
Oh,Dan-ny  Boy, the pipes, the pipes are call - ing,___ from glen to
But if he come, when all the flow'rs are dy - ing,___ and | am
C Am G’
X 0O 0O ><_O O 000
; i
\
7 |
O e o
Y, o ° . 5 o -
glen, and down the moun - tain side._____  The sum-mer's
dead, as dead | well  may be, yelll come and
C F
? i e
e 3 ® - —
& & &
o) @ ;: ;: xr 2 &
N —
gone, and all the ro - ses fall - ing____ It's you it's
find the place where | am ly - ing, and kneel and




48 Bar Chords

The idea behind bar chords is to take the exact shape and move it to other
parts of the neck. To do so, you place your index finger flat across all the strings

as if it's the nut.

By using the Fm7 bar chord fingering set-up on the first fret,
you can easily slide to Gm7 (third fret) and Am7 (fifth fret).

Am?’ Gm’ Fm?’
1@»5& SCTTIE {A
Bik it
M [ [ " M [ [ " M [ [ " A o I o N
g 4 g 4 g y4 g y.4 g g 4 J 4 g y.4 g
N~V
e




51

I ﬁ 16th not twi
Sliitaerg Ir?tgh A\Nbootléts a fasr’: (:ase Ztarl\rio\:gza
16th notes get just

| | \ 1/4 count each
16th notes have the

The Paw Paw Patch
c double bar top or flag
sz
NP —
s C
69. o+ = o
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1. Where, oh where is dear lit - tle Nel - lie?
2. Come on boys, let's go and__ find her,
B7 3. Pickin' up pawpaws, puttin' 'em in your pock - et,
rizee
[t '*
! ::: —1
% = e
Where, oh where is dear lit - tle Nel - lie?
come on boys, let's go and___  find her,
pickin' up pawpaws, puttin' 'em in your pock - et,
E
ﬁ
% # ::: 1—|§7
[Y)
Where, oh where is dear lit - tle Nel - lie?
Come on boys, let's go and__  find her,
Pickin' up pawpaws,-puttin' 'em in your pock - et,
B’ E
E) Ogozo
ﬁ 4 8 —
\‘é/ |’ |’ e ® P p=
yon - der in the paw - paw  patch.




60 | earning the

Dm chord
Am
X:Oﬁo
M M M M M M
77 7 /:o\ :o\ y.4 /:o\ :o\ 7 7 /')\ 7 7 /i :
Sakura (Cherry Blossoms)
Am Em Am Em Am Dm
78 e o ° ® o
Y,
Sa-ku - ra! Sa-ku - ra! Ya yo-i - no SO ra - wa
Sa - ku - ral Sa- ku- ral Cher-ry blos-soms fill the - air,
Am Em Am
# | . .
~— @ o o o
[Y) - o
Mi wa - ta - su ka - gi - ri. Ka - su - mi ka
Smell their frag - rance ev - ry where. Win - ter time is
— Dm Am Em
e |
o o—_ =~ o o o
O
ku - mo - Ka, Ni o - i - zo | Zu - ru.
fi = nally - past. Now the spring is here at - last
Am Em Am Em Dm Em
r
| - za- yal | - za- yal Mi - ni - yu - Kkan
us feel the sun - shine fair.

Come with me! Come with me! Let



68 Strumming Patterns

This page and the next review some of the strumming patterns we have used in this book.
You will also find some new patterns here to use in your music making.

Pick a pattern and try using it with one of the songs you have previously learned.

There are many more patterns, too. Make up some new ones of your own.

! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
A y4 y.4 y4 y.4 y4 y.4 y4 y.4

[Y)
M v v M v v
B_ﬁ/ y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4 y 4
[Y)

M mVoom oV M mVoom oV
C y.4 7 7 7 7 7 .4 7 7 7 77
. y A 4 y S 4 y A 4 y A 4
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M M nVoom M M mVoom
D y.4 y.4 7 y.4 y.4 .4 .4 y.4 y.4 .4
) —~ —
Y) — —
M m V. om V onm M m Vo om vV onm
E y.4 77 7 7 7 y .4 77 7 7 7
: ——~—~ —~—~—
o) — — — —
M mVoom oV M mVoom oV
F y.4 y.4 7 y.4 y.4 7 y.4 y.4 7 y.4 y.4 7
' |I |I |I |I |I |I |I |I
e) — — — —
M mVoom Y M m Vo om
G 3 7 7 7 7 7 7 y.4 y.4 y.4
Z Z Z - Z Z
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BEGINNER GUITAR CHORDS
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