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Introductory Page

Welcome to the fun and wonderful world of recorder playing. By listening,
singing and playing carefully in class and practicing some at home, you will
soon be able to play many famous melodies for your friends, family, and
tfeachers. You may even have the chance to play in a concert!

Holding the Recorder

Left Hand on the Top!
Put your first three fingers on the top three holes on the front of
the recorder. Your left thumb plays the hole in the back.

Left hand on
the top.

Right Hand on the Boftom!
Put your first three fingers on the next three holes on the front of

the recorder. Your right thumb has no hole to cover and is used
to steady the recorder while you play.

We don’t use our little fingers on either hand
to play the notes in this book.

Making a Sound

To make a sound on the recorder, place the :
mouthpiece on our lower lip. Just a liftle goes FI'IlghtI ht(:nd on
in your mouth - think about softly blowing € borrom.
bubbles with a straw.

Breathe in and very gently blow into your instrument. As you blow, whisper the word
"too” very softly. Blow gently. Blowing too hard will cause a high squeak. High
squeaks are not allowed in recorder class.

Cover the holes using the fat part - or pad - of your fingers. Don’t use the finger tips.

Be careful of leaks. A tiny leak can cause a note to come out wrong or squeaky.
Cover up tightly. Check your fingers for round marks that indicate you covered the
holes completely. Your teacher will help you find the marks on your fingers.

Warm-Up with Echo Playing

Start each class by holding your instrument with the right hand only at the bottom or
bell. Keep your left hand by your side. Listen to your tfeacher play a rhythm on his or
her recorder and then you play it back. Remember all the rules about blowing gently
and whispering the word “too”. After the warm-up, follow your teacher’s instructions
and go on with the lesson.
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Fingering Chart
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Welcome to the wonderful world of recorder playing.
4 Your teacher has shown you how to hold your instrument
and make a sound on the mouthpiece. Let's play our first song
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Slur

A "slur'" is a curved line that connects
two or more notes of different pitches.
Tongue the first note and move to the
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next notes without tonguing. Don't stop blowing.

2K Tie

A "tie" is a curved line that connects
fwo or more notes of the same pitch.
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Hold the note for the combined value of the notes.

Dotted Half Note

A dotted half note gets three beats of sound.
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Duet

Two performers or singers
who play together,
47. Lightly Row

Part 1 - Melod
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48. Lightly Row % i

(Part Harmony) %
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& Round
Playing the same music beginning at different times.

51. Are You Sleeping?

Four Part Round
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52. Minka Minka Play with a full volume.
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53. The Thumb Slide
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\E[Z. 80. Amazing Grace

79. Simple Gifts
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Haydn’s Waltz
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